Why Disfranchisement is Bad

By ARCHIBALD H. GRIMKE

palF the digfranchisement of
T the negro by the South
could eettle permanently
the negro gquestion, 1 think
— : that the action of that
pection would fnod its justification In
that achievement, acconting to the
Jesuitleal principle that the end justi-
fies the meaps. But can dizfranchise
ment of the neégro settle the negro
guegtion? rirst: Can it do 2o for the
negro? Second: Can it do =0 for the
South? Third: Can it do 30 for the
rest of the nation? I do not think that
it can do s0 for the negro, or for the
South, or for the rest of the nation
And unless disfranchisement of the
negro gettles this question in its three.
fold aspect, it will not settie it in auch
a way that 1t will long stay cettled. If
the negro refuse to abide by such a
gettlement, the guestion will not be
g0 gettled merely because the South
has decided so to settle ft. MNelther
can the South of to-day settle the ques-
tion by disfranchisement, If disfran-
chisement of the negrc be foond o
operation (0 injure the South of to
morrow much more deeply than it does
the negro. For what is bad for the
pagro to-day will be found to be still
worge for the South to.morrow. The
Bouth must, therefore, Awake some
time to this fact, unless she is indeed
stricken with that hopeless madness
by which the gods intend to destroy
her. But even {f the South and the
negro 80 Lo settle the question,
the guestion will not be permanently
settled If the MNorth, if the rest of the
natlon, refuses eventually to form a
party to the compact. For the reat
the nation, quite (ndependently of the
action of the Bouth and the acqules-
cence of the negro, will hove some-
thing, something very decisive to say
ultimately about the settlement of this
question. The MNorth has, in reality,
quite as much at stake in its settle-
ment as either the negro or the South,
Disfranchisement will oot, therefore,
prove a permanent settlement of the

negro guestion if it be found In opera-
tion to affect injuriously Northern acd
national interests, or to work badly in
the conduct of gm'ernmental affairs In
respect Lo those interests.

L

Can disfranchisement settle the
question for the negro? [ do pot think
it can; I am surs that it will not, for
the simple and sufficient reason that
the negro will not econsent to such a
setflement—a settlement which wir
tually decitizenizes him, and relegates
him to a condition of practical servi-
tude in the republic. He has tasted
freedom, he has tasted wmanhood
rights, he bhas tasted civil and politieal
equality. He knows that hig freedom,
his American cltizenship, his right to
vote, have been written into the Con-
stitution of the United States, and
written large there In three great
amendments, He knowsa more: he
knows that he himaelf has written hia
title to those rights with his blood in
the history of the country in four
wars, and he is of the firm bellef that
his title to them 18 a perfect one.

WNo party, oo State, no section, can,
therefore, deprive bim of those rights
without Ieaving in his mind o sense of
bitter wrong, of being cheated of what
belongs to him, cheated in deflance of
law, of the supreme law of the land.
and in spite of his just claim to fairer
treatment at the hande of his fellow-
countrymen, He will understand that
thia enormity was committed against
him on account of hig race and color.
He will see that it was done hy the
white race—a race that hag eaver
wronged him, that has pever failed
to take from him, because it had the
power, whatever he cared most for
In the world. Nothing could possibly
meke him, ooder auch croel elreum-
ptanced, love Auch a race, auch an
enemy. He will learn to hate the
white race, therefore, with all the
gtrength of rancor of cenfuries of ac-
comuiated outrages and oppressions.
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The relation of the (wo races in the
South could not, then, be one of mu-
tual respect, confidence and good will.
It would become, on the contrary, one
of mutual fear, distrust and hatred.
The whites would fear, distrust, and
hate the negro, and that increasingly,
because they had so deeply wronged
him: and the negro would return this
fear, distrost and batred with & meas-
ure heaplng up and running over, not
openly, ke the whites, to oe sure, but
covertly, cunningly, becavnse of his
weaknegs, He would Hve his life, his
deeper life, more and more apart from
the whites, Hve it 1o an onderworld of
which no white man would be able to
get more than a glimpse, and that at
rare intervals. It would be an ander-
world 1o which his bitter sense of
wrong, his brooding miseries, his re-
presged faculties of mind, his erushed
sensibilitles, nis Imprisoned asplra-
tionz to be and to do as other men,
his elemental powera of resistance, his
primitive passlons, his savage In-
stinets, his very despair, would burn
and T beneath the thim crust of
law order which aeparates hilm
from the upper world of the white
raca, hiz Implacable foe and oppressor.
Through this thin crust of law and
order there will perforce break at
times some of teat hidden fire, some
of that boiling lava of a race's agony
and despair. There will be race feuds,
race conflicts, as certainly as winds
will blow, but no one will be deeply
enough versed in the movements of
these stormy, these flery currents and
visltations from the abysses of that
wnderworid of the negro, o be able
to digcover thelr formation, to foretell
their coming, or to forecast their emx-
tent and duration.

Bo far as the ia concerned,
then, to disfranchize him will not set-
tle the negro question, It will do any-
thing else better than that. For it
will make trouble, and no end of It.
It will ecertainly make trouble if he
rige in the human scale in spite of the
wrong done him. Does any one think
that he will ever cease to atrive for
the restoration of his rtights a8 an
American cltizen, and all of his rights,
ff he rize in character, property and
intelligence? To think the contrary is
to think an absurdity. But i he fall
in the human scale in ¢omsequence of
the done him, he will surely
drag the South down with bim. For
he and the South are bound the ome
to the other by a ligament as vital a=

that which bound together for good or
bad, for life or death, the Siamese
twins. The Enceladian struggles of the
black Titan of the Zouth beneath the
huge mass of the white races brutal
oppressions, and of his own imbruted
nature, will shape peace out of the
land and prosperity out of the South-
ern States, and involve, finally, whites
and biacks allke in common poverty,
degradation, and fajlure in the eco-
nomic world, in hopeless decline of all
of the great social forces which make
a people move upward and not down-
ward, forward and not backward Im
clvilization.

II.

Disfranchisement of the pegro i8
bad for the South, It s bad for her,
in the first place, on acconnt of the
harmful effect produced by it on her
black labor. Tt makes a large propor-
tion: ¢f her laboring population restiess
and discontented with their civil and
zocial condition, and 1t will keep them
sp. It makes it wellnigh imposaible
for thig restless and discontented labor
olags to make the most and the best
of thomselves with the llmited oppor-
tuaities afforded them, with the social
and political restrictlons fmposed by
law upon them. It hinders employers
of thiz labor from producing the
largest and the best resulis with it,
for the same casse. For to obtain by
means of thiz labor the largest and
hest results, employers of it ought to
do the things, ought to seek to have
the State do the things, which will
tend to reduce the natoral friction be-
tween labor and capital to ita lowest
terma, to make labor contented and
happy, surely not the things which
will have the opposite effect on that
labor. Otherwise, the energy which
ought to go ioto production will be
seattored, consumed, in contests with
capital, in active or passive resistance
to bad goclal and economic conditions,
in effective or ineflective atriving to
improve those conditiona.

Every labor class has but a glven
amonnt of energy, 1 take it, to devote
to produetlon. How much of this em-
ergy may he available for productive

depends on its soclal condl-
tion, whether it is contented or discon-
tented, getting on in the world, gefting
ahead in material well-being and well
doing: on litg economic eondition,
whether it iz Intelligent or ignorant,
efficient or ineflicient; on ita civil coft-
ditfon, itz legal status, whether it



enjors equal laws and equal oppor-
tunities with other labor classes in the
struggle for existence, in lhe battle
for hread, or whether it is crippled,
obstrocted instead, by uwnequal laws,
by artificial restrietions which are
made to apply to its activity alone.

The grand source of wealth of any
commounlty iz its labor. The warfare
which nation wages against nation to-
day fs not military, buot industrial,
Competition amopg nations for mar-
keta for the sale of their surplus prod-
nets is at bottom a struggle of the
labor of different natione for industrial
possession of thoze markeis, for the
Indusirial supremacy of the labor of
one country over the labor of other
countries. Industrialism, commercial-
Ism, not militarism, mark the charac-
ter of our twentieth-cemtury clviiiza-
tior, That eountry, therefore, which
takes into this Induostrial rivalry and
gtruggle the best trained, the mosat
completely equipped, the most up-to-
date labor, will win over those other
eountries which bring to the battle for
world markets a body of ernde, back-
ward and lneficlent labhor. Education,
akill, quality, tell in produnctiom; tell
at onee, and tell o the long run. It ie
now well wnderstood that the most In-
telligent labor s the most profitable
labor, Tgnorant labor Is certalnly no
mateh in world markets for intelligent
labor, Tt 18 no match in home mar-
kets either. Quality, Intelligence, will
prevall in such an industrial contest;
whether o agriculture, manufactures,
mining or commerce.

But to get the beat and most out
of labor, it must notl only be Intelll-
gent, it must also be free—fres to rise
or aink in the social scale, Tt must
have & voice o making the laws under
which It lives. Otherwise, those laws
will operate to hinder, not to help it
to make the best fight of which it im
capable for possession of home and
foreign markets. Without this volice
the laws will become more and more
wnegual and oppressive. A labor class
deprived of {reedom, of a voice in gov-
arnment, cannot malntain the advan-
tage which mere intelligence and skill
may have gained for it In the struggle
for existence. As it lozes freedom, a
volee in government, It will lose ulti-
mately its skill, ftz intelligénce as an
industrial factor. For it will bécome,
in effect, subject to, If not exactly the
Blave of, tha eapitalistic and labor
classes which are free, which make
the laws. And these clasges will in-

variably act on the assumption that
the more ignorant such a subject labor
elass i8, the less trouble it will cause.
In their opinion slave labor s more
manageable than free labor, glves rise
to simpler social conditions, to prob-
lems Iess complex and difficult to
handle,

Instead of establishing schools for
the education of & labor class deprived
of the right to vote, the clase which
possesses the right will not establish
new omnes, and will, in addition, en-
deavor to lower the standard of those
glready established and then to do
away with them entirely. The chief
end and purpose of the classes with
the right to vote will be, not to raise
the average of literacy, of Intelligence
of the clazse without that right, but to
lower the pame in order the better 1o
keep it in a state of permanent in-
dustrial subordination and inferiority
to themselves, And so the regro labor
of the South, deprived of the right
to vote, will see its schoolz dimioish
in numbers and quality, will get, o
one State and then in another, fewer
gehools and shorter terms, until they
reach the wvanisting point, where in
large portions of the South negro
sgchools will disappear altogether. Un-
der soch circumstances negro labor
instead of advanciog in intelligence
and gkill, In économic efficiency, will
steadily lose the ground gained by it
in these respects since the war, and
will retrograde to the condition of
dense nee, of economic Ineffi-
cieney, which characterized It before
that event. Surely slave labor ia the
most unproductive, the most wasteful
labor in the world. As it was not able
to compete successfnlly with the free
anid Tntelligent labor of the Morth be-
fore the war, it will not be abie to do
s0 to-day or fo-morrow. Ignorant
negro labor must weight the South
down heavily, therefore, in that indus-
trial atruggle In which it i now en-
gaged, not alone with the rest of the
nation, but with the world. And this
means for Southern labor industrial in-
feriority to the labor of the rest of the
nation and of the world. It means for
the Southern Statea ultimate industrial
feebleness and eubordination to the
rest of the nation, and & low order of
clvilization.

Thus it will be found that disfranm-
chisement, which was Intended to
make the negro & surf, to degrade Mm
AR A man, to extinguish hiz ambition.
to extinguish his intelllgence, to fix



for him In the Btate, in soclety, & place
of permanent inferfority and subordin-
atlon to the white race, haa degraded
the whole South industrially at the
game time, and fixed for her likewise
a place of permanent economic inferd-
ority and subordination to the rest of
the nation. The huge body of her
hlack ignorance, poverty, and degrada-
tion will attract to itself by the social
laws of gravitation all of the white
ignorance, poverty, and degradation of
the entire pection. The stupendous
masa of thiz soccial and [ndustrial
wreck, of the ensuing barbarizsm and
erime, and of race batred and oppres-
glon, will whelm in the end in com-
mon misery and ruoin whites and
blacks alike, the whole labor of the
South. It fa hard to believe that, that
section #8 knowingly, deliberately in-
voking such & fate, merely for the sake
of gratifying its race udice againat
the negro. But wh it knowlngly
invites much consequences or oot, s
action invites them. For disfranchise-
ment of the npeégro means, wlthout
doubt, degradation of ita hlack Iabor,
and thiz in turn the certain degrads-
tion of its white labor, and this In
turn inevitable industrial feebleness
and Inferiority, and thizs in turn ultl-
mate sectional lon, poverty,
and a low order of clvilization. 1=
the South ready to pay such a ruinous
price for disfranchisement of the
negro, for the sake of keeping him for-
ever the servitor of the white race?
Perhape she s, It looks so; yet tlme
alome can tell whether that sectlon on
this question is at bottom wize or fool-
lgh, sane or insane, If it shall turn out
that it is really foolish, Incurably mad
on the question, then there ia
no hope for it within ltself. It will
persist in Ttupning atraight uwpon la
degtructlon. For alas, “Whom the gods
wounld destroy they first make mad.”

1.,

Tt has been shown that disfranchize-
ment of the negro i bad for the negro
and for the South, It remains to con-
glder why It ig bad for the North, for
the rest of the nation. But if it has
been demonstrated that disfranchise-

South, 1t will follow a= & logleal con-
cluslon thet it 18 bad for the reat of

a part of the Bouth, the South a part
of the nation, In as real, as vital a
sense ag feet and hands are parts of

the human body. Hurt a hand, lame
a foot, and the whole body is hurt,
lamed at the same time apd for the
same cause. This it not sentiment. It
is fact, it i3 common sensz, it is Sci-
ence. The old fable of the Members
and the Belly is as true and timely to-
day as it was in ancient Roman days.
Starve the belly and the whole body is
starved, suffers in congequence, With-
er an arm, shrivel & leg, dim an eye,
and the whole body goes maimed and
halt and darkened.

Whatever, therefore, renders it im-
possible for the negro of the South to
make the most and the best of himself
injurea that section, and this injury to
the South hurts, in turn, the whole
comntry, For acclal and economic lawsa
draw no color lne, exempt from their
impartigl operations no race becapse
it bappens to be white, but fall equally
on all, regardless of artificial distine-
tions and diseriminations, on rich and
poor, on strong and weak, on white
and black., Seuthern law and opinion
digeriminate against the black man
and in favor of the white man. Not
so the laws of Natore. What harms
the negro's body will harm the white
man’s body. What degrades negro
labor will degrade white labor like-
wige. TWhat heals the white man's
body will heal the black man's body.
And what elevates white labor wiil
alevate hlack labor also. 'This la the
higher law,~-a law beyond the reach
of revizged constitutions and American
eolorphobia to change or nullify—a
law which a greater than the Supreme
Cotict interprets and will execute with
striet impartiality, ngither for nor
against the negro, nelther for nor
against the Scuth, but on whose de-
ciglon, on whose operation, hang verily
the fate of the negro, the fate of the
Fouth, and the fate of the npatilon, at
one and the same time,

Our country is seeking to retain old
markets and fnd new onea for the
producta of its labor, both at home and
abroad. ‘That i why it has erected
about that labor high tariff walls, to
glve to it a monopoly of the home
market. That is why it is reaching
out all over the world for markets
for its surplus prodects. That is why
it apnexed Hawall, Porte Rico, and
the Philippines. That is why it is o
favor of an open door In China. That
ie why it ls golng to bulld the Panama
Capal. That fa why it is bulldlng &
great navy. It {8 looking out for mar-
kets with foresight and energy. Is It



looking out for its labor with equal
foresight and energy? I8 that policy
long or short sighted which has for its
object the extensien of our markets
for the sale of our golden eggs, but
does not fnclude any proper care for
the barnyvard fowl that Iays thoge
egpa’ Awmerican lsbor i8 the fowl for
whose eges we are seeking markets
the world over. Our pational fowl is
laying her eggs, iz competing with the
fowls of other nations. Do we prodoce
batter aggs, and are we able fo sell
therm in world markeis for less than
other oations, onr commercial rivals,
are able to do? And if so, why are we
able to produce a better article, amd
aell it for less than our competitora?
Is it not because our national ben is a
better breed of hen tham the hens of
other pations? Behind the egg 18 the
hen: behind the products of labor is
the Iaborer,

A guperfor laborer will produce bet-
ter work and more of it than an in-
ferlor one. How comes it that Amer!
can labor, outalde of the South, holds
to-day the front rank the labor
of the world, and has held this fore-
most place for eighty yeara? Because
it {8 the freest and most inteligent
labor in the world. For the freer and
more intelligent the labor, the Inore
efficient ag an industrial factor will he
that labor. The freest and most intel
Hgent labor is the most productive,
the most profitable labor. To the su-
periority of American labor two things
have contributed more than any
others: the free common school, and
the educative and stimulating fuaction
exercised on the minds of laboring
men by the right to vote, by the part
taken periodically by them In govern-
ment, in the cholee of rulers, and in
the consideratiom of publie gunestlons.
The wits of the children are developed,
trafned in the public schools; the wits
of the adults are edncated, sharpened
it the polls. Lahor thus developed
mentally, and disciplined in these two
Eraat gechools of letters and practical
civics, ts doubly equipped, doubly
armed to defend well its own Intereste
at home and abroad, and to defend
those of the country also. It is alert
aggertlve, thowghtful, resourceful, in-
dependent, self-respecting—capable of
following and leading. It knows what
it wants, what la good for it and what
iz not. It can take care of ltzelf, can
fight itz own battle with organized
capital rt home, and with the rival
labor of other conntries In world mar
kets. Hereln Hes the superlority of

the labor of our American industrizl
democraey at the present time, with
that one execepiton, Southern labor,

It thia country Is to hold what it has
gained in world markets, and to add
to the same in the future, can it
afford longer to neglect that part of its
labor which is sowth of Mason and
Dixzom's line? <Can it afford muach
longer to look Indifferently on meas-
urés which are intended to degrade
and enslave any portion of our Amer-
ican labor, while its commercial rivals
in world marketg are devoting special
attention to raising by educational and
other means the whole body of theirs?
Iz the rest of the natlon golng to give
the Sounthern States a free hand in
denling with the negro, when a free
hand in dealing with him means on
their part the maintenance of a mass
of ignorgnt, degraded, and inefficient
labor? Dwoes not the republic need
above all things, in her industrial
strugele for existence with powerful
rivale, to raise not ajone the labor of
the East, nor that of the North, nor
that of the West, but that of the South
as well, to ralize {iz whole vast Iabor
citizenry to the highest atate of eco-
nomic cficiency of which that labor
cltizenry may be capable? The an-
awer to such queations, God knows, ia
obvlous enough,

The means which have rajsed the
labor of the rest of the nation to ita
preaent high atate of productivity can
rafse Bouthern labor, will raize ft n
due tlme, if utilized by that sectionm,
to a state of equal ecomomie wvalue
and Induetrial efficiency. The things
which have made the labor of the
North superior will not do less for
negro laborera in the South—freedom,
education, equality. Preedom to make
the most and the best of themselves
as men, as Americans; freedom to fall
or rige in the soclal scale according to
merit, not color; education as children
in the common achools; education as
citizens at the polls; and equality of
rights and opportunities with other
lIahor classes, with other groups of
Americang regardieas of race. When
the negro progresges In industrial effi-
clemey, In 8social well-being and well-
doing, the South will progress in these
impartant reapects and in others
That zection will gain immeasurably,
not only In the Improved character of
ita labor, {n ita heightened value aa &
producar of wealth, but in fta height-
aned value as a consumer of the staple
products of those States and of the
commodities exchanged for them (n



other markets. It iz needless to ada
that the North, the rest of the nation,
would grin enormously in wealth, in
the volume of its Southern trade, from
the same cauges. [t is, then, wisdom
to look ecarefully after every hem,
whether black or white, in our national
barnvard, after every hen which lays
for the republie golden eggs, as well
ag to look ont for the acquisition of
new markets abroad for the sale of
thoze eggs. The patlonal hen I1s of
more value than her eggs, Ameriean
labor, than Iits products.

v.

In conclusion, there {5 yeit ancther
view of the subject in which the rest
of the nation iz vitally tnterested, and
that is its politico-sectional side. No
disenssion of the guestion of the dis-
franchisement of the negra by the
South 1s complete which ignores this
aspect of it For it 15 an aspect which
promises eveninally to come very
much into notice at the North, At
some time In the near or distaot foture
it iz going to oceupy Worthern atten-
tlon to the excluslon of all other phases
of the vexed gquestion, and perhaps of
all other questionz of national import-
ance hesides. For at bottom it im.
volves no less an fsawe than the old
one of political domination befween
the sections. Possesslon or control of
the government {n its three co.ordinata
branches has from the adoption of tha
Constitution been a cauvse of differenca
hetween the North and the Bouth, with
their contrary Interests and instito-
tiongs to be protected and promoted by
means of the joint actlon of those
branches,

Before the war, slavery as It affected
the negro was not ohjectionable to
tha free Btates, but sglavery as
affected those States was. It was not
glavery as a moral wrong, but slavery
as a politieal evil to which they were
oppoted. When they came into conflict
over this aubject with the slave States,
it was not for the sake of helping the
glaves, but themselves—it was to pre-
vent the eyl from growing as a polit-
ical power, to prevent It from Inerens-
ing s vote In Congress and inm the
electoral college, to prevent it from
dominating in natfonal affairs, in
national legislation. 8uech domination,
the free Btatea had learned by bitter
experfence, actad Injuriously upon
their intersgts. Hence Northern op-
position to the extension of slavery.
to the admission of new alave States.
Nor will the rest of the natlon Inter

ferg to-day In the maiter of Soothern
disfranchizement of the negro for the
gake of the negro, that I8, because it
iz more friendly to him than to the
South. Mot at all. When the rest of
the nation interferes in the final settle-
ment of this question, ag it will surely
interfare, ite interference will have
regard solely to ltself, to ite own Io-
terests which zhall at that €ime de-
mand such action. But the North can-
not interfere politicaily im the seltle-
ment of thls question, whether in be-
haltf of the disfranchised negro, or in
protectlon of I8 own sectional inter
asts, without mortally offending s
glster section, without reviving with
new-born bitterness and added Inten-
gity the old and fierce rivalry hetwoen
them, which played such a leading and,
at times, violent part in the history
of the country for a period of seventy
vears—gay from 1815 to 1885,

Mot the wrong which slavery in.
fiieted upon the negro was, then, the
hubh of the controversy hetween the
two halves of the Union hefore the
war of the Rebellion, but the unduoe
influence in government which, in the
opinion of the Northern. ft gave to
the Bouthern half. This undue pollt-
ieal influence had fts rise in the right
of the South under the Constitution to
count [n the apportionment of repre.
sentatives among the States five of
her slaves as three freemen. This
feature of the Constitution was dis-
tinctly aristocratic. Tt certainly was
not demacratie. For it gave a South-
ern white man who owned flve negro
glaves an electoral vale in the repub-
lie four timea greater than that of a
Morthern white man, This unrepubli-
can, this disproportlonate political im-
portance of a Bouthern slave owner
over o Northern freeman produced no
end of trouble between the two classes
of men. And when it 18 remembered
that the ideas and interests of these
two ¢lassea of men were far from be-
ing identieal, that there was, on the
contrary, no way of bringing abont An
identity of ideas and Interests hetween
them —for while ome of these groups
was born and bred under the aristo-
ceratic iden, with a corresponding fabor
gystem which rooted itself in that
jdea, the other gronp was born and
bred under the democratic idea with
g correaponding Iebor system which
rooted itself in that {dea-—persons liv-
Ing to-day may get gome notion of the
flerceness and depth of the ante-hellom
rivalry which waxed and waned, and
waned and waxed, for a half century,



between the slaveholding and the non-
glaveholding States, for possession of
the general government, as & coign of
vantage In the struggle beiween them
for domination in the republic.

This strife, with alternations of re-
verses and triumphs, first for one side
_and then for the other, went om until
1861, when the rivals resorted to force
to smettle their differences. The war
for the Union declded the momentous
conflict in favor of the democratle idea
and its system of free lJabor. The
Thirteenth Amendment destroyed alav-
ery and the slave powar; or such,
at [east, was its purpose. The Four-
teenth Amendment provided forever
against a revival of the ald arlstocratic
idea of inequality of civil conditions
between the races In the South—the
real ground of difference between the
aectiong—by declaring all persong born
or naturalized in the United States to
be cltizens of the United Statea, There
waa nol again to exizt in the Bouthern
Btates any system of labor to take the
place of the old alave labor system ex-
cept that of free labor, and there was
not again to appear any corresponding
poHtical power in the Bouth to take
the place of the defonet alave power;
or snch, at least, was the plain pur-
poge of the Fourteenth Amendment.
But in order to make assurance doubly
aure on this vital point, a supple-
mentary provision was incorporated
into the amendment, to reduce the rep-
resentation in Congress of any Btate
which ghall deny to any portion of its
votlng population the right to vote, In
the proporilon which the number of
such disfranchised eitizens “shaill bear
to the whole number of citizens twen-
tyone years of age In such Btate.”

The rest of the nation Intended by
these two great acts to destroy, root
and branch, the old constitutional pro-
vislon which entltlad the South to
count five slaves as three freemen in
the apportionment of representatives
among the States. 1t was determined
to rid the country for all tlme of any
future trouble from that cause. The
Reconstruction measures attempted to
introduce loto the old slave States the
demoeratic fden, and a labor system
corresponding to that ldea. But in
the event of fallure in these regards,
and the ultimate revival on the part
of those States of the arlstocratic
iden, and a labor system corresponding
to that idea, it was carefully provided
that such revival of the old aristocratic
ldea and labor system should be ac-
companted by an equivalent loss of

poiitical power on the part of those
States. They were no looger 1o eat
their cake, metaphorically speaking,
and keep it, too. For this eating and
keeping something at ope and the
same (ime means that the something
kept belongs to some one else than the
eater. The political power which the
South manages to retain in spite of her
disfranchisement of the negro doea
not, therefore, helong to her. If she
deprives the negro of the right io vote
without being deprived im turn of a
proportionate share of her representa-
tion in Congress, she has possessed
heraelf wrongfully of a power in na-
tional politics, in national jegislation,
which rightfully belongs to the negro.
And this power she may and does
exercise against the negro and the
Morth at the same time. It will be
sekn by the North some day, as 1t is
geen to-day by the negro, that whiie
har old rival has lost on paper the old
three-fifthy slave representation under
the Constitution to which she was en-
titled before the war, she has not prac-
tically suffered any loss at all in this
regpect, but the contrary. She has
actually gained since the war the other
two-fifths in the apportionment of rep-
resentatives among the States, For
five of ber disfranchized colored citi-
zeps copnt to-day the same ag five
Morthern voters, instead of the pro-
portion prevailing in ante.bellum
times, when it took five alaves to equal
three freemen In Federal numbers.
Following the adoption of the Four-
teanth Amendment the North seemed
atill wneasy on this head. For very
early coming events in the South were
casting sbadows before them to the
manifest disturbance of the Northern
mind. Heeding these shadows of il
omen along the Southern horizon, the
North decided to clear the natlonal
sky of every shadowy posselbility of a
return of conditlons which existed be-
fore the war, and which vexed her
gorely durlng those bitfer years. Ap
prehensive, then, lest the Fourteenth
Amendment had not made a repetition
of this history impossible, the natiom
adopted the Fifteenth Amendment,
which ordains that “the right of citl
zgens of the United States to vote ghall
not be denled or abri by the
1Tnited States or by any State on ac-
count of race, color, or previons con-
ditlon of servitude.” Each of those
three great steps was takem by the
North to rid the country of the South-
ern arlstocratic idea, and of its corre-
gponding labor system; to plough into



Southern soil the democratic idea and
its corresponding system of free labor;
o purge the Constltution of its hateful
threefifths slave representation prio-
ciple; to redress, im short, the old
balanes of politieal power between the
sections in order to securs forever the
domination of our Northern industrial
democracy in pational affairs,

Then ensued naturally enrough in the
wake of a perlod of great emotions &
perlod of strong reaction at the Morth,
That section grew weary of the ever-
lasting negro question, and began to
yvearn for peace, for a cessation of
gtrife between the sectlons; began to
vearn for change, for other sensations,
for other interests of a more material
kind-—for dollars and divideods, for
railroads and mines and factories, for
buying and selling, for the thousand
and one things which make up the
bugy ilfe, the activity of a great and
enterprising people. The spirit of
modern commercialism descended like
o consuming fame on the new
tion which followed the war. adern
industrialism sucked like & huge masl.
strom the whole moltifarfons and mul-
titudinous life and foree of the nation
into itself, with that one exception, the
South,

This chapter Inm our history illue-
trates afresh the truth of the old fable
of the race between the tortise and
the hare, which race was pot to the
awift bare that stopped om B
but to the slow, the ever moving tor-
tolse. The Northern Hare ran awiftly,
when it did run, along the course of
Sounthern Reconstruction, but 1t did
not endure to the end. Whereag
Southern Tortolge, slow but sure, has
kept ita equal pace without a panse
from the ¢loge of the war to the pres-
ent time. It did not wenry of the
everlasting negro question. Tt does
not weary of it. It il oot weary of
it until it is settled to its entire satiz.
faction.

=
]

The democratic idea of government
has been put to rout in every South-
ern State by the old aristocratic idea
founded In race prejudice and race dis-.
tincilona. A labor systen i3 fast grow.
ing up about this fdea—a labor gystem
83 much opposed to the labor system
of the rest of the nation, as was the
ald slave aystem to the free lahor of
the Worth. There can be mo lasting
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peace befweenr them now, any morse
thano such peace was possible between
therm in the pericd before the war.
The political and industrial interests
of the sections are not the same, and
cannot be made the same so long as
differences so fundamental in respect
to government and labor exist between
them, ‘The conflict of the tweo con-
trary ideas of government, of the two
contrary labor systems, for survivor-
gbip in the Union, may be postponed
as it is to-day, but it canoot be extin.
gulshed except by the extinetion of
one or the other of the old rivals. For
they are doomed, In ope form or an-
other, by economic and social laws, to
rapscless rivairy and strife.

In this strifa the disfranchizement
of the negro by the South iz a distinet
victory for the Southern idea, for the
Sputhern rival, over the Northern idea,
the Northerm rival. The Southern
idea has taken on new life, ls resow-
ing itself, striking powerfal roots Into
Southern soil. And while It {8 steadily
strengthening Its  ascendency over
thoge States, its pollen dust iz slowly
gpreading I many dJdevious ways,
blowns by winds of destiny bevond
the lHmits of those Btates, attacking
with subtle, farreaching and deep-
reaching influences the democratic
fdea of the rest of the nation, giving
afd :ﬂ: form to ul}l iig“a feelinga,
thon , DPUrposes, en or open,
but mctive, in the republie, hostile
ta popular t, to the demo-
cratie pri le of equality and unt-
versal suffrage. The South has thrown
down fits gage of battle for the aris-
tocratie 1dea, for the labor system
which g out of that fdea. This
gaga of baitle I8 the disfranchisement
of the negro because he i85 a o '
and the oo degradation of him
a8 a laborer. Will the North acrcept
the challenge of 18 old rival, will it
pick up the gage of battle thus thrown
down? I think that it will. [ am sure
that it will. When? I confess frankly
I 40 not know. But of this T have
no doubt, that when this time comes,
a5 come [t must, the negro will mark
agaln, ag he did formerly, the dead
line between the combatants—hetween
the arlstocratic fdea of the Bouth and
the demoeratic idesx of the rest of the
nation; bhetween the labor system of
the South and the labor system of the
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